
To 

The Secretary, 

Press Council of India, 

Soochna Bhavan, 8-C.G.O. Complex,

Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003

Email : pci@alpha.nic.in, pcids@vsnl.net

From

Your address

http://prassoon.wordpress.com

Sub:- Complaint as per Section 14(1) of Press Council Act 1978

Respected Sir/Madam

This complaint petition is with regard to a news article authored by Ms. Neethu 

Chandra and published by India Today,  under the title “Dowry harassment: Delhi 

bride tortured by cruel #RI husband in US” at

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/dowry-case-delhi-bride-tortured-by-nri-husband-in-

america/1/176291.html on March 3, 2012. 

Respondent 1 :- 

The Editor

M.J. Akbar,

Editorial Director, India Today & Headlines Today,

F-14/15, Connaught Place, New Delhi 110 001.

Tel: 011-23315801-04 (board).

Shveta.Syal@intoday.com

Respondent 2 :- 

Ms. Neethu Chandra

Reporter

India Today.

(Please note that my request to provide respondent number 2’s address was denied by 

India Today.)



Reasons why content of the above mentioned article is   objectionable within the   

meaning of Section 14(1) of the Act

1) The article did not give the readers substantial material to support that those 

incidents covered have ever occurred. It is a cleverly worded, cooked up story to 

cheat the readers and therefore breached the recognized ethical canons of 

journalistic propriety and taste. 

2) USA is not a lawless land like Afghanistan. The said article did not mention about 

any police report lodged or order of any legal authority in America, which 

underscores the fact that the stated offences are highly hypothetical and intended 

to raise false alarm. I believe, freedom of press does not mean the right to write 

whatever it likes; and therefore is an abuse of press freedom.

3) The said article does not carry any comments, justifications or whatsoever from 

the vilified character Dr. Kaling and his family, neither it talks about the attempts 

of press to contact them; hence the article is not bonafide and fools the readers.

4) The title of the article calls by name ‘cruel �RI husband’ where no court of law 

on this planet, to date, has declared so. More over this usage is extremely 

derogatory to the whole NRI community and so it should be considered as a very 

serious professional misconduct.

5) Notice to comply with Press Council (Procedure for Inquiry) Regulations, 1979 

was served to the editor of India Today on March 3, 2012 (US - EST) and the said 

news link got removed from their website, in next few days. The notice was 

replied with an arrogant response denying all the requested information. This 

should be considered as acceptance of guilt and tantamount to approving all the 4 

arguments mentioned above, beyond reasonable doubt.

I, Prassoon Suryadas, hereby humbly pray before the Press Council of India to consider 

this petition for inquiry and execute its inherent powers to take the most stringent action 

against respondent number 1 and 2 so as to uphold, maintain and improve the standards 

of newspapers and news agencies in India.

Yours truly,

Prassoon Suryadas

Dated: - March 17, 2012.

Annexure / Enclosures:

1) Copy of the news article

2) Signed copy of the declaration.

3) Copy of the email communication with India Today.


